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Underhilll:

How long did you live in the tenthouse?

Baker: ntil I was ten and then they built the houses on Avenue
A [in 4 referred to as Apache Street]. That’s the original
name. had house number five. 1It’s still there.

Underhill: And you went to school up here?

Baker: Oh yeah! 1In those days we walked to school and we walked
home for|lunch. We had an hour. We walked home and we walked
back. We didn’t have any cars. Of course, my kids keep telling
me, "Yes |Mother, with every year the miles get longer and the
snow gets deeper."
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How many kids were in school when you started?

see, we had two rooms five of us in first

I really can’t remember. There couldn’t have been

fifteen [actually more], I guess. I remember when I

cond grade I skipped it and went to the third and then

I
k

were six

ded the school into three rooms. First, second, third;
fourth and fifth; and whatever there was [left] - sixth,
d eighth. Sometimes there wasn’t a sixth, sometimes

_'t a seventh. When I graduated from eighth grade there

of us in the eighth grade.
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three room tenthouse and an outhouse.
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plumbing
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Underhill|:

Baker: Y

rley,

Hubert Lauzon, Marnette Reed, Mildred Reed, Roy Nelson,

in the early days, Frances Spencer. I'm leaving

nch of them [including my two best friends, Billie Ennis

Supai Suzie forget it for a minute, it

back.

What were living conditions like in general as you

ing up here?

ell at first they were very, very primitive. We had a

And then when we moved up

A of course we had real houses and real indoor

Some of the people were living in tents, not

s -- we were elegant, we had a tenthouse. The Clarks

r behind the old new Babbitts [burned building]. A

people up here -- in what we called the campground area

in tents, Tent City we called it.

Was there a mixture of ethnic groups at the time?

es,

I grew up with Supai, Hopi and Navajo Indians. And

there wer
[The
at

Tovar. )

# some Mexicans, most of them worked on the railway.
blacks were Pullman-car porters and they did not live

yon. One Japanese -- Adam -- was a bellhop at El
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(??2??? - |Ruth, is this right?) Kirwan Verkamp’, wife Betty
Fred Witteborg, wife Genevieve (Fred Harvey, El Tovar)

"Shorty" |Yarberry, daughter Verda Mae (Fred Harvey, cowboy)
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